
National Novel Writing Month (NaNoWriMo) is an annual Internet-based creative writing
project that takes place during the month of November. Participants attempt to write a
50,000-word manuscript between November 1 and November 30. Visit the official
NaNoWriMo website for more information: nanowrimo.org.

What is NaNoWriMo?
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What to do?

Challenge yourself to complete at least 2 of the writing prompts in each themed category
(with a minimum 200 words) on the back of this sheet. Then channel that fresh inspiration
into your NaNoWriMo project (or any writing project)!

You can also do the challenge virtually and earn badges with the
Beanstack app! For more information on playing digitially, visit
bit.ly/3jHAIq3.

Join the VIRL NaNoWriMo Writing

Prompt Challenge!

In support of National Novel Writing Month, we've put together a fun writing challenge to
inspire you and boost your creativity! Even if you're not signed up for NaNoWriMo, but want
to jump start your writing motivation, you are welcome to try the challenge!

We've also put together some lists of great writing resources available from the library, so
make sure to check out our NaNoWriMo webpage at bit.ly/3jHAIq3.

Flip the sheet over to the see the writing prompts!



Write about a winter night in the city.
Write about the area you live in.  
Memory Lane is a real place. Set your
writing there.
Write a story that takes place late at
night at a 24-hour laundromat. 
Set your writing at a party in the forest
by a bonfire. 
Set your story 500 years in the future or
500 years in the past.

SETTING CHARACTER 

DEVELOPMENT

Write about a character pretending to
be someone they’re not.
Write about a character who’s known to
be a cynic, but secretly romanticizes
everything. 
Write from the perspective of a side
character in a major work you like.
Write about a janitor at the oldest
theatre in town.
Write about a day in the life of a ghost.
Write a villain-protagonist.
Write a story about someone who would
be described, above all else, as honest.

CONFLICT

An intelligent young girl solves a big
problem, but becomes frustrated that no
one wants to believe her. Write about what
she does next.
Start with a character quitting their job, or
getting fired.
Write about a white lie which spirals out of
control.
Write about someone losing faith in an
institution.
You're immortal and married to someone
who is mortal, and doesn’t know about your
immortality. You've decided today is the day
to come clean.
Two old friends meet to reminisce about old
times and find out they have very different
perspectives on a shared memory.

PLOT: INCITING

INCIDENTS

Start or end your story with a house going up
in flames.
Start with someone discovering a photograph
that has something written on the back. 
You fell asleep in the desert, wondering how
you would survive the next day. Start your
writing at the point you awaken the next day.
A secret society makes contact and reveals
that your whole life has been founded on a lie
– what is the lie and how will the answer turn
your world upside down?
You're about to deliver the play's pivotal
monologue when something in the audience
catches your eye. Write about what it is and
what happens.
You have a few friends over for a Halloween
party. You've just finished watching a scary
movie when the power goes out and the door
is slammed open. What happens next?
You recently moved to a new house. Every
day, on your walk home past a park, you
notice an empty swing swinging.


