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Author Background  

Susan Juby was born in Smithers, BC. After stints as a fashion design student, 

server, and record store employee, Susan earned a bachelor’s in English Literature and later on a 

Master’s in Publishing. She’s written fiction since she was a kid. 

Her first novel, Alice, I Think, was published in 2000. This turned into a trilogy of books about the 

character Alice MacLeod. Alice’s story is an “homage to oddballs.” It was made into a TV show with CTV.  

From there Susan has written for both teens and adults, on topics including the equestrian sport 

dressage, an inept high school detective, substance abuse, fashion, farming, and art school. She 

describes her writing as being “at the intersection between Absurd Avenue and Sadness Street.”  

Susan currently lives in Nanaimo with her husband, James and dog, Rodeo. She tells readers: “Our dog 

Rodeo makes up for his erratic approach to doing what he’s told with massive quantities of charisma.” 

She teaches Creative Writing at Vancouver Island University.  

For more information on Susan Juby, visit her website: https://susanjuby.com/.   

Discussion Questions, Facts, and Activities 

1. The Woefield Poultry Collective is set on our very own Vancouver Island! How do you think the 

setting impacts the book? Did you recognize any community characteristics, landscapes, 

culture, or anything else particular to Vancouver Island?  

2. Although Prudence, Earl, Seth, and Sara aren’t biologically related, they come to create what 

can be called a “found family.” Have you read any other books where characters become each 

other’s family by choice and/or circumstance?   

3. The characters all begin the book with many (incorrect) assumptions. Prudence makes 

assumptions about what rural life is going to be like. Earl assumes Seth is up to no good. Can 

you think of other incorrect assumptions any of the characters have? How do they learn that 

their assumptions are wrong?  

4. Which character did you identify with most, and why? Which character did you like the most?  

5. Prudence is full of “back-to-the-land” ideals although practically she knows nothing about 

farming. The “back-to-the-land” movement is not one movement but can describe many across 

historical periods and places. A common thread among the different variations of agrarian 

movements is a focus on small scale farming and growing your own food for self-sufficiency, 

community, environmentalism, and many other reasons. Prudence fits what this article in the 

Guardian calls “a small but growing number of millennials … seeking out a more agrarian life.” 

Check out some books on “back-to-the-land” movements from the library: 

https://bit.ly/3c6YrMt.  

https://susanjuby.com/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2018/dec/17/young-farmers-millennials
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2018/dec/17/young-farmers-millennials
https://bit.ly/3c6YrMt


6. Did you know you know that Susan Juby wrote a sequel to The Woefield Poultry Collective, 

called Republic of Dirt: A return to Woefield Farm? Will you read it? 

7. Why not get into the spirit of the story and channel some of Prudence’s enthusiasm for 

Farmer’s Market culture? There are a plethora of fabulous markets all over Vancouver Island! 

Make it a point to visit a local farm or farmer’s market to buy your next batch of fruits, veggies, 

eggs, meat, or other food items.  

8. Did you notice that Prudence has a lot of enthusiasm and confidence in herself, but at first lacks 

the foundational knowledge she needs to be successful at growing food? Fortunately, we have 

a fix for that at the library! Check out some great library resources and learn how to grow your 

own food in any kind of living situation: https://tinyurl.com/berw77y8.   

 

And did you know we also have an ongoing partnership with Vancouver Island Master 

Gardener’s Association to present free virtual gardening talks on a wide variety of topics once a 

month? Find all the information and register for the next talk on Winter Vegetables: Summer 

Planting for Storage and the Winter Feast here: https://tinyurl.com/nnj6yw5k.  

 

You can also view recordings of all the previous gardening talks on our Virtual Programs Portal 

here: https://tinyurl.com/tcsf7v35.  

Readalikes 

Loved The Woefield Poultry Collective by Susan Juby? Try these similar books: 

 

 Republic of Dirt by Susan Juby  

 Tilly and the Crazy Eights by Monique Gray Smith  
 Too Much Lip by Melissa Lucashenko  
 French Exit by Patrick DeWitt  

 Rose’s Run by Dawn Dumont  
 The Reluctant Journal of Henry K. Larsen by Susin Nielsen  
 Things Not to Do by Jessica Westhead  
 Amy Falls Down by Jincy Willett  
 Summer of My Amazing Luck by Miriam Toews 

https://tinyurl.com/berw77y8
https://tinyurl.com/nnj6yw5k
https://tinyurl.com/tcsf7v35

