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Discussion Points: 

• Did you know? The author of this month’s book, Elizabeth von 
Arnim, lived a fascinating life. She was born in Australia, but 
lived in England, Switzerland, France, and the United States, 
through the course of her life. Twice married, she was the 
widow of a German count, as well as sister-in-law to 
philosopher Bertrand Russel. Her cousin Katherine Mansfield 
was also a renowned author. The Enchanted April was inspired by her own 
month-long voyage to Italy. 
 

• The Enchanted April is about a group of friends who esacpe their everyday lives 
by travelling to an exotic locale. Get in touch with some friends-maybe ones 
you've lost touch with in the chaos of the pandemic--you'd like to go on a similar 
trip with, and dream up together where you'd like to go! 
 

• The novel starts out with Mrs. Wilkins inviting Mrs.Arbuthnot on a whim to join her 
in renting an Italian castle, after seeing a newspaper ad. Have you ever taken a 
similar impulsive leap? Discuss. 
 

• The book is 99 years old (!), yet still feels relatable. What are the qualities of the 
book that make it so enduring. What are some other classics you’ve read that 
stand the test of time? 

 

• Think back to the start of the novel, as each of the four main characters were 
introduced. Did your opinion of these women change as the novel progressed? 
How so? 
 

• In addition to the four holidaying women, the novel is full of engaging minor 
characters. Which is your favourite and why? 
 

• Go on your own Italian escape for a few minutes. Sit back and enjoy an aerial 
tour of Tuscany such as this one: https://youtu.be/3mNeTqUiu-Y Can you 
imagine how such scenery may have contributed to the women’s growth?  
 

 

https://youtu.be/3mNeTqUiu-Y

