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Discussion Points: 

• This month's book is written by the American writer, historian, 
and activist Rebecca Solnit. Did you know she has authored of 
over twenty books on broadly ranging topics from feminism to 
western and Indigenous history, from social change to 
wandering and walking? Her most recent title is also her first 
memoir, Recollections of My Non-Existence.  
 

• Solnit references the Zapatista movement as an example of a revolution that 
continues to have a ripple effect in the world. Were you aware of this historical 
uprising before? 
The “term ‘Zapatistas’ broadly refers to the group of people participating in the 
anti-globalization struggle for democracy and land reform in Chiapas, Mexico, 
organized around the EZLN (Zapatista National Liberation Front). With the goal 
of disrupting the state and creating a space for the ‘democratization of 
democracy,’ the EZLN guerrilla forces, in cooperation with indigenous peoples, 
incited a rebellion in San Cristobal de las Casas, Chiapas on January 1, 1994 
(Carvey, 1998). Though the signing of NAFTA is generally agreed to be the most 
direct catalyst for the rebellion, additional significant factors include ‘a 
combination of ecological crisis, lack of available productive land, the drying up of 
nonagricultural sources of income, the political and religious reorganization of 
indigenous communities since the 1960s, and the re-articulation of ethnic 
identities with emancipatory political discourses’ (Harvey, 1998)” (Hemispheric 
Institute, Brief Historical Background to the Zapatista Movement, 2021). 
Here are some library resources that also feature information on the Zapatista 
movement if you are interested in learning more! https://tinyurl.com/4h85bjex 
 

• Solnit refers to several historic victories including the fall of the Berlin Wall in 
1989, the beginning of the Zapatista movement in the early 1990s, worldwide 
marches against the US invasion of Iraq in 2003, and protests at the World Trade 
Organization conference in Seattle in 1999. Do you have personal memories of 
these or other such events?  
 

• Here’s a refresher on the fall of the Berlin Wall:  
“The fall of the Berlin Wall (German: Mauerfall) on 9 November 1989 was a 
pivotal event in world history which marked the falling of the Iron Curtain and the 
start of the fall of communism in Eastern and Central Europe. The fall of the inner 
German border took place shortly afterwards. An end to the Cold War was 
declared at the Malta Summit three weeks later, and the reunification of Germany 
took place in October the following year. 
Removal of the Wall began on the evening of 9 November 1989 and continued 
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over the following days and weeks, with people nicknamed Mauerspechte 
(wallpeckers) using various tools to chip off souvenirs, demolishing lengthy parts 
in the process, and creating several unofficial border crossings.” (Wikipedia, Fall 
of the Berlin Wall). 
Check out these library materials about the Berlin wall: 
https://tinyurl.com/sp6tjjmk  
 

• This book was initially written in 2003, republished as a new edition in 2015. 
What is it about the book that enables it to remain relevant - unlike so many non-
fiction titles - all these years later? 
 

• On September 30, the Dart Center hosted a conversation with Guardian 
columnist, essayist, historian and feminist activist Rebecca Solnit, where she 
explored how journalists and news consumers can rethink what questions to ask 
and how to reimagine a sense of the possible in this moment of pervasive crisis.  
 
Watch the illuminating interview here: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=htstajrxUIc  (Dart Center for Journalism and 
Trauma, 2020) 
 

• Solnit often writes about moment of non-violent resistance. Take a look at the 
fascanting and ongoing hsitory of non-violent resistance here: 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nonviolent_resistance  
 

• Take a look back on your own lifetime and try to come up with a list of the 
positive systemic societal or cultural changes that have come about since the 
day you were born. Think back to when you were a kid. What hope-inspiring 
changes have come about since then? Maybe these will be large historical 
events like the fall of the Berlin Wall, but maybe they will be more local and 
intimate for you. Discuss. 
 

• Think about something in this world that you'd like to see change in the future. Do 
some research on organizations that are working toward that goal. Find an 
achievable action that you can take to help move the world in that direction. 
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