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Discussion Questions: 

 As a child raised in poverty in an orphanage, there is much of everyday life that Malou is 
only just learning about. What kind of things would you want to show Malou? Does her 
unawareness of how things work in real life help her in her quest? 

 

 Malou moves through the book trying out different last names, beginning with Gillis from 
Anne of Green Gables to the last names of potential mothers. Why do you think the name 
was so important to her? 
 

 Throughout this book, the reader is made aware of the violence and discrimination that 
Malou faces as a dark skinned girl in the 1960s, as well as the fact that the police are 
viewed as an additional threat than a helping hand. Do you think this is still true today? 
 

 “The thing you notice first is the real reason for hiding the biggest secret,” Malou thinks at 
the end. How are families shaped by the secrets they carry? Do you think the families in this 
book would have figured it out if Malou hadn’t come along? 

 

Facts: 
 

 A famous person from Parry Sound is Francis Pegahmagabow, from the nearby 
Wasauksing First Nation, who was the deadliest sniper in the First World War. 
 

 When Tim Hortons first opened its doors in Hamilton, Ontario, in 1964, a donut cost only 10 
cents! https://www.readersdigest.ca/travel/canada/tim-hortons-facts/ 
 

 The book takes place in 1964, the same year the Civil Rights Act was signed in the United 
states. Another momentous event in Canada in that year was deciding the national flag! 
 

 As of 2020, Black Canadians make less annual income, are more likely to be unemployed, 
are less likely to go into higher education, and are far more likely to be accused of a hate 
crime than any other race or ethnicity. https://www.ctvnews.ca/canada/five-charts-that-show-
what-systemic-racism-looks-like-in-canada-1.4970352  
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