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Discussion Questions: 

 Lia goes to great lengths to distance herself from the image of “dying girl”. By doing this do you 
think she is coping well with the realities of her situation or making things worse?  How does this 
influence her relationship with Sibby? 
 

 “I want you to let steam out of the pressure cooker. By crying over sappy videos, yes. The trick is 
you can keep it from being personal; the tears don’t have to be about you. You just have to 
release what’s in there. Okay?” Do you think Lia’s mom’s method of releasing Lia’s pent-up 
emotions is effective? Have you ever tried a similar technique when you feel at the “boiling 
point”?  
 

 Lia, her mother, and her father all talk about feeling guilty about ‘hoping that someone will die in 
order for her to live’. This article about a real life organ recipient mentions the “recipient guilt” that 
she felt. If in her place would you feel guilty? What are healthy methods one could use to 
assuage such feelings? https://vancouverisland.ctvnews.ca/an-extraordinary-thing-b-c-woman-
who-had-life-saving-transplant-urges-organ-donation-1.4389353 
 

 The ending of The Arrival of Someday is both sudden and very tragic, and has a large number of 
loose ends. How do you feel about stories without happy endings? Do you think the messiness 
of the ending makes it more realistic? 

 

Facts: 
 

 How many people in Canada do you think are currently waiting for an organ donation? Answer: 
over 4500 people. Resource: http://www.theorganproject.net/transplantation-statistics/  

 Of the over 4,500 people waiting for an organ donation in Canada, sadly, about 260 of those 
people waiting for a transplant will die every year, that’s about five deaths per week, or one 
death about every 30 hours that could be saved if they had a viable donor. Resource: 
http://www.theorganproject.net/transplantation-statistics/ 

 90% of Canadians say that they support organ and tissue donation; however, in practice less 
than 20% have made plans to donate. Resource:  
http://www.theorganproject.net/transplantation-statistics/ 
 

 Roller derby traces back to ‘skating marathons’ in the 1930s. Originally, the goal of the sport was 

to complete a particular amount of laps around the track. In the 1940's it began to evolve into a 

competitive contact sport. In recent years, it’s even being considered as an Olympic event! 

https://www.buzzfeed.com/miller64/13-things-you-didnt-know-about-roller-derby 
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