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Discussion Questions: 

• The sudden blackout leaves Evan’s community struggling to adapt to an 
absence of the modern technology and conveniences to which they had 
become accustomed. Yet, the narrator notes early on that these 
conveniences had only recently arrived in the community. What does this 
say about humans’ relationship with technology? 

• One theme that runs throughout Moon of the Crusted Snow is the contrast 
between traditional, community-based Anishinaabe ways of knowing and learning and Euro-
Western individualistic styles of learning and knowledge transmission. Where do you see 
these two learning styles represented in the book? How do both of these ways of learning 
fare in the apocalypse? 

• Garry Raven, an Anishinaabe sweat lodge leader from Hollow Water First Nation, says about 
dreams: 

“They tell you what you need to do  
Ask elders what your dreams mean 
You will learn more about 
Choices 
Meaning in Your Life 
The Contributions you should make” 
(Raven and Prince [Anishinaabe], 1996, as cited in Simpson, 2000, 
https://tribalcollegejournal.org/stories-dreams-ceremonies-anishinaabe-ways-
learning/). 

There are lots of dream scenes in Moon of the Crusted Snow, and many characters share 
their dreams. What function do you think the dreams have in this story, and what do they 
mean in the lives of the characters?  

• Let’s talk about the genre of Moon of the Crusted Snow. It’s often labelled as a dystopian 
thriller. Have you read other dystopian or thriller novels? How does Waubgeshig Rice’s 
Indigenous perspective offer something different to the thriller and/or dystopian genre? 
How does this book compare to other thrillers or dystopian novels you’ve read? 

Facts/Quotes: 

• A sense of climate grief is ever-present throughout Moon of the Crusted Snow. Researchers 
Ashlee Cusulo and Neville R. Ellis define ecological or climate grief as, "The grief felt in 
relation to experienced or anticipated ecological losses, including the loss of species, 
ecosystems, and meaningful landscapes due to acute or chronic environmental change." For 
more information on this topic, take a look at this article: 
https://www.climateandmind.org/what-is-climate-grief  

• Regarding his language choices while writing Moon of the Crusted Snow, Waubgeshig Rice 
has said: 

“It was important to me as an Anishnaabe person to try to reflect some of the 
language to the best of my own ability. It was just about reflecting the day-to-day 
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parlance that thrives in a lot of our communities… there is some decent knowledge 
still in a lot of places of Anishinaabemowin… it exists. It’s part of council meetings 
and family gatherings but just to have it live on the page, especially in a book, that is 
somewhat widely distributed, that a lot of non-Indigenous people will read, I just 
wanted them to know what the language looks like.” 
(https://teachingcommons.yorku.ca/theme-language/) 

• Author Waubgeshig Rice discusses the impact of colonialism on his characters: 
“Within just a couple of generations, culture and language are scrubbed from his 
community due to the brutal impacts of colonialism. Even though he didn’t endure the 
violence of residential schools himself, because his grandparents did, very little of his 
Anishinaabe identity was passed down to him. It’s the common intergenerational trauma of 
these terrible assimilative measures. Fortunately, he still has links to the old ways, and they 
become clearer and more important during this crisis. But basically, I wanted to convey that 
there are a lot of people like Evan, wanting to learn about Anishinaabe but finding it hard to 
connect with those old ways even though they live immersed in an indigenous community” 
(http://hamiltonreviewofbooks.com/andrew-wilmot-interviews-waubgeshig-rice)  

•  Amnesty International notes: “Food systems contribute an estimated 19–29% of global 
people-caused greenhouse gas emissions. Placing an importance on locally and sustainably 
produced food is one way we can reverse the damage humans have caused. For Indigenous 
Peoples who hold sacred responsibilities to protect their territories and whose identity and 
rights derive from the land, food sovereignty is doubly important.” 
(http://www.amnestybookclub.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/Moon-of-the-Crusted-
Snow-Amnesty-International.pdf)  

Activities: 

• Time to put yourself in the characters' shoes! Try to spend a couple of hours (or as long as 
you can) without looking at your phone or using electricity of any kind (when safe to do so).  

• We are able to glean through context when reading the book that miigwetch means “thank 
you” in Anishinaabemowin. Take some time to learn the term for “thank you” in the 
language of your local Indigenous community. 

• The narrative and the actions of characters in the story reveal that Anishinaabe Elders, such 
as Aileen, are highly respected and revered in the community. Listening to and learning 
from the experience of Elders is incredibly important in many Indigenous cultures. Tuesday 
Teachings is a CBC video series sharing the wisdom and knowledge of Indigenous elders and 
knowledge keepers throughout Canada. We encourage you to visit 
www.cbc.ca/radio/unreserved/videos-tuesday-teachings-1.4189868 and spend some time 
listening.  

• What has your recent experience of the current global pandemic been like and did it affect 
the way you responded to this book? Reflect and share your thoughts. 
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