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Discussion Questions:  
 Eleven-year-old Hazel feels out of place at her new school, even with her best friend Jack attending the 

same school. Why do you think she feels she doesn’t fit in? What has changed in her life that contributes 
to that feeling? Have you ever moved or changed schools and felt out of place?   

 Hazel embarks on a mission to save Jack but we get the sense that Jack doesn’t necessarily want to be 
saved. Why do you think Jack might want to escape reality and be someone/something/somewhere 
else?  

 What effect does the mirror fragment in Jack’s eye have on him? How does he change and what do you 
think is happening to him? Why would it affect Jack’s friendship with Hazel?  

 How does Hazel’s imagination and creativity help her navigate the strange forest she finds herself in?  
 
Facts:  

 Do you like the illustrations in Breadcrumbs? The illustrator’s name is Erin McGuire and she lives in 
Montreal, Quebec. Click here to check out more of her illustrations: http://emcguire.net/  
 

 Breadcrumbs mentions Wilson “Snowflake” Bentley (1865-1931), a farmer who spent over forty years 
photographing snowflakes. Bentley was fascinated by the natural world and became interested in snow 
crystals when he received a microscope at age 15. By the time he was 19 years old, Bentley had made 
his first successful photograph of a snowflake. He went on to become a pioneer in the photographing of 
small objects, known as “photomicrography.” Check out this gallery of Bentley’s snowflake images: 
https://siarchives.si.edu/history/featured-topics/stories/wilson-bentley-pioneering-photographer-
snowflakes/image-gallery-snowflakes  

 
Activities:  

 Breadcrumbs contains numerous references to other stories and books. Did you notice any? How many 
can you name? Make a list of all the story/book references you find.   

 Breadcrumbs was inspired by Hans Christen Anderson’s fairy tale The Snow Queen. Read the story here: 
https://andersen.sdu.dk/vaerk/hersholt/TheSnowQueen_e.html then comment on how the stories are 
the same and how they differ.  

o Can you name a recent animated movie that was inspired by Anderson’s The Snow Queen?  

 Try creating your own snowflakes out of paper with this guide: https://www.instructables.com/How-to-
Make-6-Pointed-Paper-Snowflakes/ 

 Try making your own ice cream at home (no ice cream maker required): 
https://www.allrecipes.com/article/how-to-make-ice-cream-in-a-bag/  


