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9:30 am to 1:00 pm 
Vancouver Island Conference Centre 

Dodd Narrows Room 
  Page 
1. Call to Order 

The Vancouver Island Regional Library Board of Trustees would like to 
acknowledge that the land on which we gather is the traditional territory of the 
Coast Salish peoples, specifically the Snuneymuxw First Nation whose historical 
relationships with the land continue to this day. 

 

 a) First Nations Blessing: Elder Geraldine Manson  
 b) Opening Remarks  
 c) Roll Call  
 d) Declarations of Conflicts of Interest  
   

2. Agenda  
 a) Items to be Removed from Consent Business  
 b) Additions or Deletions  
 c) Approval of Agenda  
  

3. Special Reports  
 a) 2018 Nominations Report 3 
   

4. Elections  
 a) Election of Chair  
 b) Election of Vice-Chair  
 c) Election of Executive Committee  
   
   

5. Minutes  
 a) Regular Minutes of the November 25, 2017 Board of Trustees 

Meeting – for approval 8 
   

6. Business Arising  
   

7. Finance  
 a) November 2017 Finance Report 14 
 b) November 2017 Reserves Report 20 
 c) Facility Projects Update 25 
   

8. New Business  
   

9. Consent Business – For Receipt  
 a) VIRL in the Media 31 
 i. ‘Two Valley authors read at Courtenay Library’, BC Local News, Nov. 

20/17 32 
 ii. ‘Public to be consulted on new Sayward library plans’, Campbell 

River Mirror’, Nov. 22/17 34 
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iii. ‘Qualicum Beach councillor wants First Nations to be recognized’,
Parksville-Qualicum Beach News, Nov. 23/17 36 

iv. ‘HIV-positive people tell the community, ‘We Are Here’, Comox
Valley Record, Nov. 27/17 38 

v. ‘Ladysmith poet published in VIRL’s Canada 150 anthology’,
Ladysmith Chronicle, Dec. 21/17 40 

vi. ‘Nanaimo poet laureate Tina Biello launches new poetry anthology’,
BC Local News, Dec. 21/17 44 

vii. ‘Mysteries, Canadian fiction top Island library stacks in 2017’, Times
Colonist, Jan. 3/18 47 

b) Correspondence 53 
i. Email from library customer to VIRL Board of Trustees re:

Audiobook Collection, Dec. 22/17 54 
ii. Email from R. Bonanno to library customer re: Audiobook

Collection, Jan. 6/18 55 
c) Media Releases 57 

i. A New Sayward Library: Public Consultation, Nov. 20/17 58 
ii. Give Library this Holiday Season, Dec. 4/17 59 
iii. Indigenous Voices Initiative launches at Vancouver Island

Regional Library, Jan. 8/18 60 

Meeting Recess 
10. “Growing Innovation at VIRL”

Presentation by Amy Dawley, CSL II, Gabriola Island Branch,
Jason Kuffler, CSL II, Nanaimo Harbourfront Branch &
Emily Mathews, CSL II, eResources Librarian

11. Trustee Orientation
Presentation by Rosemary Bonanno, Executive Director,
Joel Adams, Director of Finance &
Lis Pedersen, Director of Human Resources

12. 2017 Highlights

13. Trustee Question & Answer Session

14. Adjournment

Next Meetings: 
Friday, February 16 – Executive Committee 

Saturday, March 17 – Board of Trustees Meeting 
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2018 Nominations Report 

Recommendation: 
The Executive Director recommends: 

That the 2018 Nominations Report be received by the Board of Trustees. 

Background 
The Executive Committee consists of 11 members: Chair, Vice Chair, Past Chair, and 
eight members-at-large. In cases where the Chair and the Past Chair is the same 
person, a ninth member shall be elected. 

Slate of Candidates 
A call for nominations was issued at the last Board meeting of 2017. As of January 11, 
2018 the following Trustees had put their names forward: 

Chair: 1. Barry Avis Town of Qualicum Beach 
 2. Steve Arnett Town of Ladysmith 
   
Vice Chair: 1. Brenda Leigh Strathcona Regional District 
 2. Steve Arnett Town of Ladysmith 
   
Members-at-Large: 1. Steve Arnett Town of Ladysmith 
 2. Howard Houle Regional District of Nanaimo 
 3. Ron Kerr City of Campbell River 
 4. Jason Thompson Village of Masset 
 5. Fred Robertson Port Hardy 
 6. Gordon Waterman Village of Gold River 
   
 
Appended to this report are the candidate biographies.  Nominations from the floor are 
encouraged.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Rosemary Bonanno, BA MLS 
Executive Director 
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Board Chair 
 

The Board Chair is elected by majority vote. The Chair serves until the next Inaugural 
Meeting and is eligible for re-election.  Among other duties, the Chair:  

• Encourages and facilitates discussion and the exchange of views and, if 
possible, to achieve consensus prior to putting an issue to a vote; 

• Attends all meetings of the Board and Executive Committee; 
• In conjunction with the Vice Chair, is responsible for the preparation of 

agendas for the Board and Executive Committee meetings, and meets with 
senior staff regularly prior to each meeting to review meeting agendas; 

• Provides direction to the Executive Director on an interim basis; 
• Jointly with the Vice Chair, is responsible for the review of the performance 

of the Executive Director on an annual basis; and 
• Acts as the official representative of the Board to the media and at special 

events, including official openings, public consultations and presentations to 
municipal Councils in the VIRL service area. 

 

Candidates for Board Chair 
 
Barry Avis, Town of Qualicum Beach 
 
I served as VIRL Library chair 2017.  I served on the library board for 8 years, from 
2003 to 2011. Six of these years on the Executive and two of those years as Chair of 
the planning committee. Councillor Town of Qualicum Beach 2002 to 2011 and 2014 to 
2017 term end 2018. In 2013, I sought the local MLA position for Oceanside area. 
 

• Educated at York University and Seneca College in Ontario; 
• Business Administration & Psychology; 
• Industrial Engineering (first class honors); 
• The study of developing the best practices and most efficient means of 

operating; 
• 39 years working with manufacturing companies in Ontario, of which 35 were in 

Senior 
• Management positions of Operations Control for two Pharmaceutical and 

Technology companies; 
• Councillor Town of Qualicum Beach 2002 – 2011 and 2014 to present; 
• AVICC director for six years two of those years as the Vice President; and 
• Previous Chair of Arrowsmith Water Services and Chair of many town of 

Qualicum Beach committees.  
 
My wife, Hilary, and I have been married for 50 years. We vacationed in Qualicum 
Beach for several years and then, 18 years ago, decided to make the move from 
Markham, Ontario, to this beautiful place we are lucky to call home.  I am fully 
committed to continue working hard to maintain our quality of life here on Vancouver 
Island and the advancement of our quality library system. 4
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Candidates for Board Chair (Cont’d.) 
 
Steve Arnett, Town of Ladysmith 
 

• Third Term Councillor; 
• Two term VIRL Executive Committee member; 
• TOL appointee to VIRL since 2012; 
• Professional Social Worker MSW RSW; 
• Retired CEO Nanaimo Youth Services Association (Registered Charity); 
• Age 66; 
• Married to Cathy for 40 years; 
• Two adult sons Matthew and Christopher; 
• Grandfather to Sophie Kathleen; 

 
Vice Chair 

 
The Vice Chair: 

• Presides at the Board meeting if the Chair is absent from the meeting, or for 
periods during which the Chair is present at the meeting but temporarily leaves 
the chair; 

• Attends all meetings of the Board and Executive Committee; 
• Has all the rights, duties and responsibilities of the Chair while presiding at Board 

meetings; 
• Represents the interests and decisions of the Board to outside parties at Library, 

government and community events in the absence of the Chair; and 
• In conjunction with the Board Chair, is responsible for the preparation of 

agendas for the Board and Executive Committee meetings, and meets with 
senior staff regularly prior to each meeting to review meeting agendas; 

 
Candidates for Vice Chair 

 
Steve Arnett, Town of Ladysmith 
 
(see above for biography) 
 
Brenda Leigh, Strathcona Regional District 
 
I have served the Vancouver Island Regional Library system as Vice Chair for many 
years.  I am passionate about our libraries and strongly support our objectives and 
programs.  I would be honoured to be considered for the position of Vice Chair on the 
Executive in 2018. 

 
5



 
 

Board of Trustees  
Annual General Meeting 

January 20, 2018 
Item 3 (a) 

 

Executive Committee 
 

The Executive Committee: 
• Provides and make recommendations to the Board; 
• Provides direction to the Executive Director on an interim basis. 
• Is accountable for, and shall report to, the Board in respect to all 

actions/decisions made; 
• Has the ability to disqualify an Executive Committee member from the 

committee if the member is absent from 2 consecutive Executive 
Committee meetings without prior approval. 

 
Candidates for Executive Committee Members-at-Large 

 
Steve Arnett, Town of Ladysmith 
 
(see above for biography) 
 
Howard Houle, Regional District of Nanaimo 
 
Ron Kerr, City of Campbell River 
 
Fred Robertson, District of Port Hardy 
 
•   2 years DPH representative to VIRL; 
•   1 year DPH alternate to VIRL; 
•   Elected to DPH Council 2014; 
•   25 years Teacher Librarian with SD #85; 
•   20 plus years on Minor Hockey and local Teachers' Assoc. Executives; 
•   8 years as Vancouver Island North Teachers' Association Local President; 
•   2 years on BCTF Executive Committee; and 
•   Second term as the elected Vancouver Island representative on the BC Teachers' 
Council. 
 
Jason Thompson, Village of Masset 
 
I currently am serving my second term as councillor with the Village of Masset. I sit on 
a number of community boards including but not limited to VIRL (Executive 2017), 
community futures, alternate for Skeena Queen Charlotte Regional District and Greater 
Masset Development Corporation. I work hard for my community focusing on issues of 
community economic development, community engagement, and sustainability 
planning. A few years ago, I started a public community revitalization organization, 
Imagining Masset, that works on small community led projects that beautify and 
revitalize the downtown. Additionally, I am the second VP of the Royal Canadian Legion 
(Branch 244) in Masset. 
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Jason Thompson (Cont’d.) 
In my professional life, I work primarily as a contract marine biologist. I have been 
working with the Council of the Haida Nation for most of the last 7 years on issues 
around marine planning, fisheries, and marine economic development.  
 
An important part of this work has been engaging with the broader community of Haida 
Gwaii on issues of coastal and marine planning. This past fall I worked with Haida Gwaii 
Higher Education Society to develop, coordinate and delivery a full semester on First 
Nations Reconciliation to students from UBC. Additionally, I own and operate a small 
local coffee roasting business in Masset 
 
I have really enjoyed my first year on the board and executive. The small library in 
Masset is critical piece of our community fabric and important personally as I am there 
often with my two young daughters. Specifically, I look forward to continuing to work 
on Principle 1 of the VIRL 2016-2020 Strategic Plan of engaging communities. I believe 
I have some unique experiences from both work and island life to assist in this 
endeavour. 
 
Gordon Waterman, Village of Gold River 
 
I have lived in Gold River for 47 years and have been an active participant in my 
community. I was elected to Council in 2011 and re-elected for the 2015 – 2018 term.  
I was appointed to the Vancouver Island Regional Library Board from 2012 to 2017, 
and reappointed to the 2018 term.  I have been an executive member for the 2015 and 
2017 terms and find it very rewarding.  I have experience in an executive position with 
a National Union as Financial Secretary and a member of the negotiating committee for 
national and local collective agreements.  I was the Council Representative for 2014 
contract negotiations to obtain a collective agreement with CUPE and our Village of 
Gold River employees.  I represent a small community and would like to continue to 
provide a voice for the smaller communities on the Executive Committee.  I met with 
the Minister of Education, in Victoria at UBCM, for a discussion on the lack of funding 
for libraries.  Our 2018 – 2022 Financial Plan is ambitious and challenging.  I would like 
to be a part of executing it to make VIRL the best in the province, while being fiscally 
responsible to our taxpayers. 
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Regular Minutes of the  
November 25, 2017 

Board of Trustees Meeting 
 

For Approval 
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Nanaimo River Room 
Vancouver Island Convention Centre, Nanaimo BC 

 
Present: 

Barry Avis, Qualicum Beach (Chair) 
Brenda Leigh, Strathcona RD (Vice-Chair) 
Ron Kerr, Campbell River 
Hugh MacKinnon, Comox  
Manno Theos, Courtenay  

 Sean Sullivan, Cumberland 
Tom Duncan, Duncan 
Gordon Waterman, Gold River 

 Lorna Vomacka, Lake Cowichan  
 Jason Thompson, Masset 
 Tom Walker, North Cowichan (Alternate) 
 Jack Thornburgh, North Saanich 
 Mary Beil, Parksville 
 Sharie Minions, Port Alberni 
Jan Allen, Port Alice 

 

Fred Robertson, Port Hardy 
Jay Dixon, Port McNeill 

 Janett Hoare, Sayward  
 Erin Bremner-Mitchell, Sidney 
 Kerrie Reay, Sooke 
Randy Taylor, Tahsis 
Allen Anderson, Tofino 
Marilyn McEwen, Ucluelet 
Lucas Banton, Alberni / Clayoquot RD 

 Mike Hicks, Capital RD  
 Rod Nichol, Comox Valley RD  
 Heidi Soltau, Mount Waddington RD 
 Howard Houle, Nanaimo RD 
Merrick Anderson, Powell River RD 
 
 

Regrets: 
Steve Arnett, Ladysmith 
Will Geselbracht, Lantzville  
Diane Brennan, Nanaimo 
Charleen O’Brien Anderson, Port Clements  
Sabrina Frazier, Queen Charlotte  
 

Candace Faulkner, Zeballos 
Frank Johnson, Central Coast RD  
Mary Marcotte, Cowichan Valley RD 
Bill Beldessi, North Coast RD 
 

 

Staff: 
Rosemary Bonanno, Executive Director 
Joel Adams, Director of Finance 
Lis Pedersen, Director of Human Resources 
Melanie Barnum, Divisional Manager, Office of the Executive Director 
Natasha Bartlett, Marketing and Communications Officer 
Jennifer Bond, Divisional Manager, Finance 
David Carson, Divisional Manager, Corporate Communications and Strategic Initiatives 
Heather Mink Zuvich, Executive Assistant (Recorder) 
Mariah Patterson, Administrative Assistant 
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1. Call to Order 
 The meeting was called to order at 9:31 am. 

 

a) Opening remarks 
The Vancouver Island Regional Library Board of Trustees would like to acknowledge that the land on 
which we gather is the unceded traditional territory of the Coast Salish peoples, specifically the 
Snuneymuxw First Nation whose historical relationships with the land continue to this day. 

 b) Roll call 
As above. 

 c) Declarations of Conflicts of Interest 
None. 

  

2. Agenda 

 a) Items to be removed from Consent Business 
None. 
 

 b) Additions or deletions 
      None. 
 

 c) Approval of agenda 

Motion: Moved by Merrick Anderson / seconded by Rod Nichol that the agenda be approved. 
Carried. 

3. Minutes 

 a) September 16, 2017 Board of Trustees Meeting Minutes 

 Motion: Moved by Hugh MacKinnon / seconded by Mary Beil that the regular minutes of the 
September 16, 2017 Board of Trustees Meeting be approved by the Board of 
Trustees. Carried. 

 b) October 20, 2017 Executive Committee Meeting Minutes 

 Motion:     Moved by Rod Nichol / seconded by Manno Theos that the regular minutes of the 
October 20, 2017 Executive Committee Meeting be received by the Board of 
Trustees. Carried. 

4. Delegations 
 None. 

5. Business Arising 
 

a) Performance Indicators and Branch Activity Highlights 

 Motion:  Moved by Mary Beil / seconded by Jan Allen that the Board of Trustees receive the 
Performance Indicators and Branch Activity Highlights report. Carried. 
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 b) Trustee Remuneration and Expenses 
 Motion: Moved by Kerrie Reay / seconded by Gordon Waterman that the Trustee 

Remuneration and Expenses report be received by the Board of Trustees. Carried. 

6. Finance 
 

a) September 2017 Finance Report 

 Motion:  Moved by Tom Duncan / seconded by Merrick Anderson that the September 2017 
Finance Report be received by the Board of Trustees.  Carried. 

 

Motion:  Moved by Merrick Anderson / seconded by Tom Duncan that a letter of follow-up 
be sent to the Honourable Rob Fleming, Minister of Education, to reassert   the 
VIRL Board of Trustees’ position regarding the lack of provincial funding for 
libraries in B.C.  Carried. 

 

b) September 2017 Reserves Report 

 Motion:  Moved by Tom Walker / seconded by Hugh MacKinnon that the September 2017 
Reserves Report be received by the Board of Trustees.  Carried. 

 

c) Facility Projects Update   

 Motion:  Moved by Ron Kerr / seconded by Gordon Waterman that the Facility Projects 
Update report be received by the Board of Trustees.  Carried. 

7. New Business 

 a) 2018 Nominating Committee and Call for Nominations 
 Motion:  Moved by Brenda Leigh / seconded by Tom Duncan that the 2018 Nominating 

Committee and Call for Nominations be received by the Board of Trustees. Carried. 

 b) 2018 Board and Executive Committee Meeting Schedule 

 Motion:  Moved by Mary Beil / seconded by Tom Duncan that the 2018 Board and Executive 
Committee Meeting Schedule be received by the Board of Trustees. Carried. 

Motion:  Moved by Howard Houle / seconded by Kerrie Reay that the September 15, 2018 
Board of Trustees meeting be rescheduled to September 22, 2018. Carried. 

Motion:   Moved by Tom Duncan / seconded by Ron Kerr that the 2018 Board and Executive 
Committee Meeting Schedule be approved as amended by the Board of Trustees. 
Carried. 

Meeting Recess: 10:31 am 
Trustee Mike Hicks departed the meeting at 10:31 am 

Meeting Reconvened: 10:42 am 
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 c) Workplace Violence – Health and Safety 

 Motion:  Moved by Rod Nichol / seconded by Gordon Waterman that the Workplace Violence 
– Health and Safety report be received by the Board of Trustees. Carried. 

 d) Revised Board Policy: Privacy 

 Motion:  Moved by Sean Sullivan / seconded by Howard Houle that the revised Board Policy: 
Privacy be received by the Board of Trustees.  Carried. 

Motion:  Moved by Rod Nichol / seconded by Allen Anderson that the Board of Trustees 
rescind the current Board Policy: Privacy.  Carried. 

Motion:  Moved by Hugh MacKinnon / seconded by Mary Beil that the revised Board Policy: 
Privacy be adopted by the Board of Trustees.  Carried. 

 e) Revised Board Policy: Internet Access 

 Motion:   Moved by Kerri Reay / seconded by Jack Thornburgh that the revised Board Policy: 
Internet Access be received by the Board of Trustees.  Carried. 

Motion:  Moved by Rod Nichol / seconded by Jack Thornburgh that the Board of Trustees 
rescind the current Board Policy: Internet Access.  Carried. 

     Motion:   Moved by Mary Beil / seconded by Tom Walker that the revised Board Policy:       
Internet Access be adopted by the Board of Trustees.  Carried. 

 f) Board Policy: Anonymous Communications 

 Motion:   Moved by Tom Walker / seconded by Gordon Waterman that the Board Policy: 
Anonymous Communications be received by the Board of Trustees.  Carried. 

Motion:   Moved by Mary Beil / seconded by Brenda Leigh that ‘or’ be removed from the last 
sentence of the policy, so that it states: ‘Determination will be made by the 
Executive Director and Board Chair, as required.’ Carried. 

     Motion:   Moved by Fred Robertson / seconded by Merrick Anderson that the Board Policy:       
Anonymous Communications be adopted as amended by the Board of Trustees.  
Carried. 

 g) Summer Reading Club 2017 

 Motion:   Moved by Hugh MacKinnon / seconded by Tom Duncan that the Summer Reading 
Club 2017 report be received by the Board of Trustees.  Carried. 

 h) Read Down Your Fines 2017 

 Motion:   Moved by Janett Hoare / seconded by Kerrie Reay that the Read Down Your Fines 
2017 report be received by the Board of Trustees.  Carried. 

8. Consent Business 
Motion:  Moved by Brenda Leigh / seconded by Merrick Anderson that the Board of Trustees 

receive all Consent Business. Carried. 
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9. Adjournment – 11:11 am 
 

 

Motion: Moved by Tom Duncan / seconded by Merrick Anderson that the meeting be 
adjourned.  Carried. 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Barry Avis 
Chair, Board of Trustees 
Vancouver Island Regional Library 

 Rosemary Bonanno, BA MLS 
Executive Director 
Vancouver Island Regional Library 
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November Finance Report 

Recommendation 
The Director of Finance, in consultation with the Executive Director, recommends: 

That the November 2017 Finance Report be received by the Board. 

Background 
Results to November 30, 2017 are presented for information. These reports do not follow the 
same format as annual audited statements as the focus is more on day-to-day operations. VIRL’s 
Revenues are predictable and therefore accurately represented. The November financial results 
reflect that operational revenues are in line with expectations and that expenditures are below 
budget.  

The operating deficit as at November 30 is $634,411. At the end of November, $1,597,064 in 
reserve-funded expenditures had been made but not all of the corresponding transfers from the 
reserves have been recognized in revenue, as transfers are made when projects are substantially 
complete. Additionally, some annual expenditures are recognized at the beginning of each year 
such as insurance and software licensing.  

Statement 1 – Balance Sheet 

At the end of November, the balance sheet shows that VIRL continues to have healthy reserves 
and sufficient operational funds. Cash and investments were approximately $7.8 million at the 
end of November of which $5.9 million represented reserve funds and the remainder operating 
funds. The refundable deposits relate primarily to security deposits included in rental 
agreements. Accounts receivable relates primarily refundable GST. We continue to maintain a 
small inventory of promotional sale items, and prepaid expenses represent the portion of 
contracts and other items that have been paid in 2017 but relate to services in future years. 

There is a small accounts payable balance at November 30, representing our current 
commitments at this date. Wages and deductions payable relate to accrued salaries and benefits. 
Deferred Revenue Assessments represents quarterly assessments received but as levy revenues 
are recorded monthly, the corresponding revenue has not yet been recognized. MFA Long Term 
Debt relates to borrowings incurred for capital projects at the Nanaimo North, Nanaimo 
Harbourfront and Lake Cowichan branches. 
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The surplus/equity section reflects capital accounts in order to present amortization as required 
by Public Sector accounting standards. Currently, approximately $19.2 million of our $44.9 
million in assets have been amortized. The cost to replace those assets would be significantly 
above the original cost due to inflation. Long term plans need to provide funding for these 
replacements. We are now in year seven of a fifteen-year funding requirement. Regular 
replacement of our base materials puts VIRL in a good position for the future.  

Statements 2, 3, 4 - Revenue and Expenditures 

November 30 represents the eleventh of twelve months, so the target expenditures to date are 
92%. Significant items affecting the operating deficit of $634,411 at the end of November 
include: 

• Total expenditures are below budget, representing 65% of total budget for the year; 
• Operating expenditures are slightly below budget at 89% of total budget for the year; 
• A total of $1,597,064 in reserve funded expenditures has been made, of which $1,428,121 

has been recognized in revenue upon substantial completion of projects; 
• Levies to members are recognized on a monthly basis and represent 92% of the annual 

budget; 
• Most of the Provincial grants for the year have been received; 
• Wages and benefit costs are slightly below budget at 87%; 
• Office, Postage, Utilities, and Travel are under budget; 
• Branch costs are under budget and at reasonable levels; 
• Computer costs are above budget due to costs for software licenses related to the delivery 

of library services which are paid at the beginning of the year, as well as a continued 
investment in technology; 

• Professional fees are over budget due to legal fees incurred as a result of arbitrations and 
other issues; 

• Insurance is above budget as these expenses are paid at the beginning of the year; and 
• Library Materials are over budget at 94%, consistent with the method of purchasing 

materials, which is higher during the first half of the year. 
Conclusion  

VIRL’s finances indicate that results are in line with expectations and significant projects are 
currently either complete or underway.  

Respectfully submitted, 

Joel Adams, CPA CA 
Director of Finance 

 Rosemary Bonanno, BA MLS 
Executive Director 
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Statement 1

ASSETS
Cash and Investments 7,776,502
Refundable Deposits 18,978
Accounts Receivable, Other 67,484
Inventory 12,680
Prepaid Expenses 392,934
Current Assets 8,268,578

Buildings 19,675,331          
Accumulated Amortization - Buildings (2,486,552)           17,188,779
Furniture and Equipment 5,000,279            
Accumulated Amortization - Furniture and Equipment (3,444,108)           1,556,171
Computer Equipment 3,830,434            
Accumulated Amortization - Computer Equipment (3,468,679)           361,756
Vehicles 366,449               
Accumulated Amortization - Vehicles (244,842)              121,608
Books 14,259,681          
Accumulated Amortization - Books (8,571,400)           5,688,280
Leasehold Improvements 1,513,582            
Accumulated Amortization - Leasehold Improvements (1,031,227)           482,355
Land 295,731
Fixed Assets 25,694,680

Total Assets 33,963,258

LIABILITIES 
Accounts Payable 42,151
Wages & Deductions Payable 1,319,181
Friends Groups Fundraising 16,327
Deferred Revenue Assessments 1,211,404
Deferred Revenue Fundraising 167,457
Reserves 5,929,249
MFA Long Term Debt 16,116,328
Total Liabilities 24,802,097

SURPLUS / EQUITY
Opening Surplus (15,899,306) (15,899,306)
Surplus (Deficit) Year to Date -                       (634,411)
Current Year excluding Amortization (634,411)              
Total Surplus to Date (16,533,717)

25,694,878

Total Surplus - Equity in Assets 9,161,161

TOTAL Liabilities Surplus Equity 33,963,258

Equity in Assets

November 30, 2017

Unaudited

 VANCOUVER ISLAND REGIONAL LIBRARY
CONSOLIDATED BALANCE SHEET
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Statement 2

UNAUDITED

ANNUAL ACTUAL YTD =
BUDGET YTD 92% Variance

$ $ $
REVENUE
Levies to Members 21,247,495              19,476,868              92% (1,770,627)              
Prov Rev Share and Per Capita 1,307,232                1,265,797                97% (41,435)                   
General Revenue 55,000                     41,704                     76% (13,296)                   
Library Generated Revenue 407,156                   407,037                   100% (119)                         

23,016,883              21,191,406              92% (1,825,477)              

Draws on Reserves 4,316,823                1,428,121                33% (2,888,702)              
Grant Revenue -                           32,195                     0% 32,195                     
Borrowed Funds 8,250,000                -                           0% (8,250,000)              

35,583,706              22,651,722              64% (12,931,984)            

EXPENDITURES

Operating Expenditures 24,408,236              21,689,070              89% 2,719,166                

Projects and Reserve Spending 11,175,470              1,597,064                14% 9,578,406                
35,583,706              23,286,133              65% 12,297,573              

NET POSITION -                           (634,411)                 (634,411)                 

STATEMENT OF REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE

For The 11 Months Ending November 30, 2017

VANCOUVER ISLAND REGIONAL LIBRARY
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Statement 3

ANNUAL ACTUAL YTD = 
BUDGET YTD 92% VARIANCE

Wages & Benefits 13,119,261               11,429,625 87% 1,689,636

Office, Photocopier & Supplies 234,667                     172,782 74% 61,885
Postage, Mail & Courier 131,666                     91,541 70% 40,125
Utilities and Telecommunications 130,956                     97,977 75% 32,979
Computer Costs 470,666                     504,575 107% (33,909)
Building and Equipment Maint. 146,746                     146,561 100% 184
Travel and Vehicle Operation 332,863                     273,083 82% 59,780
Training and Workshops 85,580                       72,042 84% 13,538
Consulting and Professional Fees 195,711                     292,021 149% (96,310)
Insurance 141,780                     131,281 93% 10,499
Promotion and Advertising 78,156                       71,845 92% 6,311
Branch Discretionary Material 126,868                     95,876 76% 30,992
Appropriations 2,809,816                 2,562,907 91% 246,909
Branch Costs 3,853,430                 3,319,844 86% 533,586
Library Materials 2,470,900                 2,314,537 94% 156,363
Bank and Service Charges 79,171                       75,925 96% 3,247
Friends and Fundraising -                             13,105 0% (13,105)
Grant Expenses -                             23,542 5% (23,542)

 24,408,236               21,689,070          89% 2,719,166

Projects and Reserve Spending 11,175,470               1,597,064 14% 9,578,406

Total Expenditures 35,583,706               23,286,133 65% 12,297,573

Unaudited

EXPENDITURES BY NATURE OF EXPENSE

For The 11 Months Ending November 30, 2017

VANCOUVER ISLAND REGIONAL LIBRARY
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Statement 4

ANNUAL ACTUAL YTD =
BUDGET YTD 92% VARIANCE

Executive Director's Office 471,645 416,079 88% 55,566

Board Expenses 102,000 82,949 81% 19,051

Systems & Networks 865,984 853,982 99% (156,406)

Communication Stategic Initiative 453,353 354,838 78% 98,515

Technical Services 703,391 631,780 90% 71,611

Finance Accounting 597,382 487,822 82% 109,560

Purchasing 272,143 223,569 82% 48,574

Branch Costs 4,112,229 3,537,137 86% 455,111

Shipping & Receiving 404,797 288,856 71% 115,941

Employee Benefits 2,867,833 2,613,199 91% 254,712

Human Resources 405,263 491,251 121% (85,988)

Materials 2,490,300 2,332,503 94% 157,797

Inter-Library Loans 6,500 2,808 43% 3,692

Library Branch Services 7,845,600 6,772,742 86% 1,072,858

Appropriations 2,809,816 2,562,907 91% 246,909

Friends and Fundraising 0 13,105 0% (13,105)
Grant Expenses 0 23,542 5% (23,542)

OPERATING BUDGET 24,408,236 21,689,070 89% 2,430,856

Projects and Reserve Spending 11,175,470            1,597,064            14% 9,578,406

Total Expenditures 35,583,706            23,286,133 65% 12,297,572

EXPENDITURES BY DEPARTMENT

For The 11 Months Ending November 30, 2017

VANCOUVER ISLAND REGIONAL LIBRARY

Unaudited
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November 2017 Reserves Report 

Recommendation 
The Director of Finance, in consultation with the Executive Director, recommends: 

That the November 2017 Reserves Report be received by the Board of Trustees. 

Background 
The Board of Trustees is provided with updated Reserves information each meeting. The report 
shows all activity in the reserves for the year to the date of preparation. Interest earned is 
credited to each reserve as it is received. As appropriations to reserves are recognized on a 
monthly basis, as of November 30, 92% of the annual appropriations have been recorded. 
Transfers from reserves are recorded when projects are substantially complete. 

Economic Impact 
The economic impact of this is in the ability of Vancouver Island Regional Library to meet its 
long term planning objectives. 

Communication Plan 
None required. 

Related to the Strategic Plan 
This report relates to our strategic priority on communication with stakeholders in general, and 
to the other priorities where financing to accomplish plans will affect our ability to deliver quality 
services, facilities and operations. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 

Joel Adams, CPA CA 
Director of Finance 

 Rosemary Bonanno, BA MLS 
Executive Director 
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Vancouver Island Regional Library 
Reserve Balances as at November 30, 2017 

#60100-2226 
 
Reserve for Outfitting New/Expanded Facilities 

 2017 Budget Actual To November 30 
Previous Year Balance  2,706,885 
Contributions into reserve 1,562,231 1,432,045 
Interest earned  15,224 
Drawdown for expenditures  (2,730,720) (825,000)  
November Balance  3,329,154 

This reserve is used to fund projects for new and upgraded branches as part of the Consolidated 
Facilities Master Plan, including construction costs, shelving, furnishings, equipment, and 
repayment of MFA borrowings. $625,000 has been drawn down for costs incurred on the 
Wellington branch and $200,000 for debt servicing, for a total of $825,000. 

#60100-2224 
 
Reserve for Long Term Maintenance 

 2017 Budget Actual To November 30 
Previous Year Balance      1,347,941 
Contributions into reserve 685,185 628,086 
Interest earned   7,218 
Drawdown for Expenditures (805,000) (46,621) 
November Balance  1,936,624 

This reserve, first established in 2005, is funded by the levies under the CFMP. It is dedicated 
to expenditures related to facilities maintenance, as well as smaller renovations at branches. 
$46,621 has been drawn down to date for completion of renovation work at Nanaimo 
Harbourfront. 
 

#60100-2225 
 
Reserve for Furnishings and Equipment 

 2017 Budget Actual To November 30 
Previous Year Balance  114,550 
Contributions into reserve   250,000 229,167 
Interest earned  1,003 
Drawdown for expenditures (250,000) (210,000) 
November Balance  134,720 

This reserve is for the replacement of furnishings and equipment in the branches and 
Administration. $210,000 has been drawn down to date, representing furniture and equipment 
purchases made. 
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#60100-2227 
 
Reserve for Vehicle Replacement 

 2017 Budget Actual To November 30 
Previous Year Balance  87,982 
Contributions into reserve 30,000 27,500 
Interest earned  471 
Drawdown for expenditures  (71,500) 
November Balance  44,454 

This reserve is for the replacement of VIRL’s vehicles. It allows for the replacement of vans and 
trucks as required. Practice is to replace at 10 years or 300,000 kilometers, whichever occurs 
first. VIRL maintains a fleet of vehicles of which two were replaced in 2010 with one replaced in 
each of 2011 and 2012. $71,500 has been drawn down for the replacement of a delivery vehicle. 

#60100-2201 
 
Reserve for Materials 

 2017 Budget Actual To November 30 
Previous Year Balance  10,340 
November Balance  10,340 
This reserve is funded by under spending in the materials budget. As reported to the Board in 
September of 2012 the reserve is now dedicated to opening day collections for new branches 
until it is exhausted.  

#60100-2207 
 
Prior Year Reserves 

 2017 Budget Actual To November 30 
Previous Year Balance  2,488 
Drawdown for expenditures  - 
November Balance  2,488 

This reserve has been committed to update the Intranet.  

#60100-2210 
 
Reserve for Summer Employment 

 2017 Budget Actual To November 30 
Previous Year Balance  3,214 
Interest earned  15 
November  Balance  3,228 

 
This reserve relates to employment of a summer student interested in pursuing a library-related 
career. VRIL continues to explore options to use these funds towards this program. 
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#60100-2212 
 
Reserve for Systems and Network Replacement 

 2017 Budget Actual To November 30 
Previous Year Balance  95,389 
Contributions into reserve 236,500 216,792 
Interest earned  888 
Drawdown for expenditures (300,000) (275,000) 
November Balance  38,070 

This reserve is for the replacement of personal computers, workstations, circulation, and other 
electronic based equipment. $275,000 has been drawn down to date, representing IT equipment 
purchases and replacement at branches and administration. 

#60100-2213 
 
Reserve for Integrated Library System Replacement 

 2017 Budget Actual To November 30 
Previous Year Balance  22,724 
Interest earned  103 
Drawdown for expenditures  - 
November Balance  22,827 
This reserve is for the replacement of the Integrated Library System, the basic platform from 
which the Library Lending System operates.  

#60100-2222 
 
Reserve for Human Resources 

 2017 Budget Actual To November 30 
Previous Year Balance  72,437 
Interest earned  325 
November  Balance  72,762 

This reserve was established with approval of the Board in 2005 for the purpose of settling 
Human Resource issues.  
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#60100-2223 
 
Reserve for Compensated Absences 

 2017 Budget Actual To November 30 
Previous Year Balance  278,322 
Interest Earned  1,262 
November Balance  279,584 

This reserve was established under public section accounting standards to cover costs associated 
with the use of accrued employee sick leave in the event of a widespread or catastrophic illness 
that affects VIRL staff. This reserve will only be withdrawn in the event that a significant amount 
of accrued sick leave is used in a short amount of time. It is not used to cover normal use of 
accrued sick leave. At the end of 2016, $404,415 was recorded as a liability in the financial 
statements, representing accrued sick leave earned by employees as at that date.  

#60100-2229 
 
Reserve for Website Redevelopment 

 2017 Budget Actual To November 30 
Previous Year Balance  55,000 
Interest Earned  - 
November Balance  55,000 

As part of the 2016 adopted financial plan, a business case was approved for $55,000 towards 
redeveloping VIRL’s public website. This funding was not expended by the end of 2016, so a 
reserve has been set up to assign funds towards this redevelopment project. 

TOTAL - Reserves as at November 30, 2017:  $5,929,249 

24



 

 

 
Board of Trustees  

Annual General Meeting 
January 20, 2018 

Item 7 (c)  
 

 

 
Facility Projects Update  

Recommendation 
The Executive Director, in consultation with the Director of Finance recommends: 

That the Facility Projects Update report be received by the Board of Trustees. 
 
Facilities projects in progress are reported below: 

 
Campbell River 
On July 26, 2017, VIRL staff met with staff from Campbell River to discuss a potential new 
library site at the Tyee Plaza. A developer is working with Campbell River to develop a portion 
of the plaza to include additional residential and commercial areas, and is interested in working 
with VIRL to develop a new library site between 10,000 – 18,000 square feet. VIRL had a good 
discussion with municipal staff, and discussed specific items around VIRL’s procurement and 
financing models.  
 
On November 7, VIRL staff were invited to the Committee of the Whole meeting to continue 
discussions on a potential new branch. Please see this link to review the video presentation 
made by VIRL.  
 
No new updates are available at this time. 
 
Chemainus 
After the VIRL Board made its preferences known in March of 2012, North Cowichan amended 
their plans and advised they may be providing another site (the old fire hall site). On February 
22, 2016 VIRL received confirmation from the Municipality of North Cowichan that council 
supports the transfer of a lot at 9796 Willow St. (old Fire Hall Site) to VIRL for a stand-alone 
library under a restrictive covenant permitting library use only. The proposed lot would be 
large enough to accommodate a 5,000 sq. ft. branch with minimal parking.  In January 2017, 
the Alternate Approval Process for a borrowing in support of construction of the Chemainus 
library passed, with only 4 oppositions registered.  
 
Updates since last Facility Projects Update: 
• VIRL staff has had discussions with North Cowichan staff regarding the orientation of the 

building entrance, placement of HVAC equipment, parking, and other specific items;  
• VIRL continues to review plans that have been prepared by the architect, and has worked 

with the architect to finalize the design; and 
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• A second public consultation has been scheduled for January 24, 2018 to introduce the 

design to the community. Construction will be tendered once all required permits and 
other documentation have been completed. 
 

Ladysmith 
On July 31, 2017, VIRL staff met with the Ladysmith Mayor and City Manager. Ladysmith is 
looking to initiate a mixed-use project on property owned by the town, which could include 
space for a new library. Discussions with Ladysmith staff indicate that the next update will be 
in 2018. 
 
Masset 
Discussion continues on land for a new branch. In April 2016, Masset advised VIRL know that 
the transfer of a parcel of land had been identified and approved for building a new library. 
VIRL staff are engaging with Masset to discuss the process for moving forward on this project.  
 
Updates since last Facility Projects Update: 

• VIRL has received responses to a Request for Information related to prefabricated 
construction technologies, which will be utilized in Masset; 

• VIRL staff visited Haida Gwaii in late May 2017, in order to review the site and discuss 
the project with local representatives;  

• A public consultation was held August 21 in Masset. The session was well attended by 
the public and allowed for VIRL to answer questions about the library and the planning 
process; and 

• VIRL is awaiting preliminary information from our architect for the prefabricated 
building, which will be used to move forward with planning. 

 
Sandspit 
VIRL is working with School District 85 to finalize a lease for land on which to house a new 
branch. 

 
Queen Charlotte 
VIRL had discussions with School District 85 and local officials regarding potential sites for a 
new library. Information to date indicates that we will reengage discussions with Queen 
Charlotte in 2018. 

 
Parksville 
The City of Parksville advised that they intend to replace the flooring in the branch. VIRL sees 
this as an opportunity to undertake other maintenance projects. VIRL is working with Parksville 
staff to determine the timing and scope of the project.  
 
Updates since last Facility Projects Update: 

• Preliminary designs have been provided by the architect. VIRL is reviewing the draft 
plans and will provide further direction.  
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Port Alberni 
A donation from a member of the Port Alberni community has kick-started a refurbishment 
effort. The refurbishment will address layout and outstanding maintenance issues. 
 
Updates since last Facility Projects Update: 

• Preliminary designs have been provided by the architect. VIRL is reviewing the draft 
plans and will provide further direction. 

 
Sayward 
On May 31, 2017, the Sayward branch was closed due to air quality concerns. Attempts to 
remedy these issues were undertaken, but a series of tests completed in June and July showed 
that air quality remained at a level that would not allow VIRL to reopen the branch in its 
current location. The condition of the leased space is such that a large capital investment 
would be required by both VIRL and the property owner to ensure the space is compliant with 
requirements under BC building code and WorkSafeBC. VIRL is currently in a month-to-month 
and so does not feel that this investment is fiscally responsible. As was previously 
communicated to the Board, WorkSafeBC changed its regulations on May 1, 2017. These 
changes put additional responsibility on VIRL as an employer.  
 
Sayward Council offered VIRL a choice of three sites located on property owned by Sayward 
on which to house a permanent branch. On August 15, 2017, VIRL attended a meeting of 
Sayward Council where staff presented a report which recommended one of the sites. Sayward 
Council approved the lease of a parcel of land to VIRL, on which VIRL will construct a new, 
prefabricated library branch. VIRL will let an RFP for the prefabricated construction of this site. 
For full details, please see http://virl.bc.ca/sayward-story 
 
The Village of Sayward also offered their Council chambers to house a temporary library while 
a permanent solution is developed. VIRL opened a temporary location in the Council Chambers 
on September 26, 2017. This location includes all of the services offered at the closed branch, 
including wi-fi, public computers, and furniture for community gathering space. 
 
VIRL is continuing to work on the plan for the prefabricated building and is awaiting preliminary 
information from our consultants to move forward with planning. In the interim, survey and 
geotechnical work will commence to provide information to be used in planning. 
 
Sooke / Juan de Fuca (Capital Regional District) 
The District of Sooke has purchased some land within the Town Centre with the intent that a 
portion be used to construct the new branch. At the March 18, 2017 Board meeting, it was 
determined that the branch will be located at the Waddams Road property. The lease of the 
current location has been extended to December 31, 2019 to allow ample time for design, 
public consultation and construction. 
 
Updates since last Facility Projects Update: 

• A public consultation was held in Sooke in May. Members from the community asked 
questions of VIRL staff and were given the opportunity to provide input;  
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• VIRL had discussions with the architect and other consultants regarding the orientation 

of the building, parking, access, and other items. VIRL staff is working with the District 
of Sooke on issues around the lease agreement for the land, permitting, and other 
items; and 

• VIRL anticipates construction starting in mid-2018, with the branch opening mid-2019. 
 
Sidney 
VIRL received confirmation from Sidney that it wished to proceed with the renewal of a 10-
year lease, which will allow VIRL to undertake a renovation at this branch. VIRL and Sidney 
have finalized the lease terms, and the planning for the renovation is underway. The first step 
is to perform a building envelope assessment, which will evaluate the key components of the 
existing branch and help to determine where renovation work is required.  
 
Updates since last Facility Projects Update: 

• A public consultation was held in Sidney in March 2017. VIRL staff and the architect 
were on site to answer questions from the community. It was very well attended and 
the public is very engaged with this project. Feedback from this session will be 
incorporated into project planning; 

• The building envelope assessment has been prepared, which will help to determine 
the next steps for the project. Based on the results of the assessment, VIRL’s architect 
is preparing an updated project plan and branch layout; 

• On December 11, 2017, a meeting was held between staff from Sidney, North Saanich, 
and VIRL. The intent was to discuss the building envelope assessment, which identified 
some items that may be the responsibility of the property owner; and 

• VIRL estimates that the renovation to begin in early 2018. VIRL is finalizing a space in 
Sidney in which house a temporary location while the branch is closed. 

 
North Saanich 
In November 2016, VIRL received a letter from North Saanich in support of transferring land 
to VIRL for the purpose of constructing a new branch at the Panorama centre. VIRL is working 
with North Saanich staff to ensure this project moves forward.  
 
Updates since last Facility Projects Update: 

• North Saanich is working with a surveyor to prepare a subdivision plan, which will 
determine the final site for the new branch. Preliminary site preparation and design 
work can commence after the plan is completed. 

 
Tofino 
In January 2013, VIRL received a letter with copy of resolution “That Council direct staff to 
advise Vancouver Island Regional Library that the District is soon to be undertaking a Civic 
Centre feasibility study, and that the District is hoping to include a library as a consideration 
in that plan.”  
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Updates since last Facility Projects Update: 

• VIRL attended a meeting in Tofino on April 11, 2017. At this meeting, 3 potential sites 
for a new branch were discussed; 

• VIRL attending a meeting on July 27, 2017 with representatives from Tofino, the 
Clayoquot Biosphere Trust, and Tofino Housing Corporation to discuss a potential 
mixed-use building on one of the proposed sites; and  

• No additional information to report at this time. 
 
 
Tahsis 
Structural improvements to the Municipal Hall for the library to stay at its current location were 
not found to be economically feasible for the Village. In consultation with staff from the Village 
and School District 84 the Captain Meares School was identified as an alternative location that 
would meet our load and facility requirements.  
 
Updates since last Facility Projects Update:  

• In November 2017, VIRL formally requested that Tahsis provide a site on which a new 
branch will be constructed. VIRL is waiting for a response to this request. 
  

Woss 
In June 2016, VIRL staff met with representatives from the Mount Waddington Regional 
District and School District 85 to review a potential site at Woss Lake Elementary School. VIRL 
is in contact with these parties to develop an estimate of the construction costs required to 
convert one of the classrooms to a library and relocate the existing branch, and to determine 
how a lease could be structured that meets all requirements.  
 
In August 2016, VIRL met with representatives from the regional and school district. The items 
discussed included the significant repairs needed to the roof, and the results of a 2009 
asbestos survey which found asbestos in the crawl space. On September 22, the school district 
identified that they are unable to undertake costs related to these items. 
 
Updates since last Facility Projects Update: 

• VIRL met with representatives from Regional District of Mount Waddington in March 
2017 to discuss the Woss library. There is a potential partnership between the regional 
district, School District 85, and other partners to develop the school into a joint-use 
facility. No further updates are available at this time. 

 
 
Economic Impact 
 
In 2010 the Board approved additional levies for the funding of facilities and correction of 
deferred maintenance issues, and affirmed this again in September 2017 with adoption of the 
2018 budget. 
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Related to the Strategic Plan  
 
Principle 3 – Places & Spaces: Vancouver Island Regional Library branches will be welcoming 
places and community hubs for the informational, inspirational, cultural, and recreational needs 
and interests of our diverse customers and communities. One of the ways we plan to reach this 
goal is by creating larger, fully accessible and welcoming branches. 
 
It is also related to our Values – Stewardship & Accountability – in which VIRL has been 
entrusted with public resources, and we optimize these resources through responsible and 
effective management and fiscal integrity. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Rosemary Bonanno, BA MLS 
Executive Director 

 Joel Adams, CPA CA 
Director of Finance 
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VIRL in the Media 
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Two Valley authors read at
Courtenay Library
Two accomplished local women writers, Cornelia
Hoogland and Judy LeBlanc, will read from their
recently published books at the Courtenay Library
on Thursday, Nov. 23 at 6 p.m.

Nov. 20, 2017 12:00 a.m. / ENTERTAINMENT

Two accomplished local women writers, Cornelia Hoogland

and Judy LeBlanc, will read from their recently published

books at the Courtenay Library on Thursday, Nov. 23 at 6

p.m.

Though these writers have distinct voices, both their books

are grounded in the landscape of Vancouver Island,

particularly in and around the Comox Valley.

Hoogland’s seventh book of poetry, Trailer Park Elegy,

(Harbour Publishing) is structured as a long poem that deals

in dark themes (chaos theory, dark matter, the effect of noise

pollution on whales) while running through a compelling

meditation on a brother’s death.

LeBlanc’s short stories in The Promise of Water (Oolichan

Books) also grapple, in part, with the loss of a brother and

explore daily lives embedded in our coastal environment: a

coal mining village, an indigenous burial ground, in a kayak

in coastal waters.

The Comox Valley is fortunate to have a poet as

accomplished as Cornelia Hoogland who has been very

recently shortlisted for the 2017 CBC Poetry Award. Her

poem was one of five selected from 2,400 submissions.

Two Valley authors read at Courtenay Library - BC Local News http://www.bclocalnews.com/entertainment/two-valley-authors-read-at-c...

1 of 2 2017-11-29, 12:07 PM
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As well, Hoogland has been recognized for earlier work.

Woods Wolf Girl was a finalist for the Relit Award for Poetry

and Sea Level was shortlisted for the 2012 CBC Creative

Nonfiction Prize. Hoogland serves on national and

international literary boards, and was the founder and artistic

director of Poetry London and, most recently, of Poetry*

Hornby Island.

The Promise of Water is LeBlanc’s first book, though her

short fiction has been published in numerous literary

journals. In 2015, she won the Islands Fiction contest and in

2012, she won the Antigonish Review’s Sheldon Currie

Fiction contest and was longlisted for the CBC short story

prize.

She teaches creative writing at North Island College and is

locally known for originating and serving as the artistic

director for the Fat Oyster Reading Series.

For more information, see the Courtenay Library website at:

http://virl.bc.ca/event/authors-reading-judy-leblanc-cornelia-

hoogland

Two Valley authors read at Courtenay Library - BC Local News http://www.bclocalnews.com/entertainment/two-valley-authors-read-at-c...

2 of 2 2017-11-29, 12:07 PM
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Public to be consulted on
new Sayward library plans
Nov. 22, 2017 1:30 p.m. / COMMUNITY

Vancouver Island Regional Library (VIRL) is moving forward

with plans to build a new library in Sayward at the corner of

H’Ksuam Way and MacMillan Drive.

Once built, this state-of-the-art new facility will offer:

1,500 – 1,800 square feet of floor space

Professional landscaping

New books and magazines

A larger collection

An accessible parking lot

More public computers

Comfortable interior

Public to be consulted on new Sayward library plans - Campbell River M... https://www.campbellrivermirror.com/community/public-to-be-consulte...

1 of 2 2017-11-23, 10:26 AM
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Lounging area

Entrances for those with mobility challenges

Additional programming spaces

Construction is slated to start in 2018. In the meantime, the

temporary library inside village council chambers will remain

open until the new library is ready to serve the public.

Prior to construction, the public is invited to attend a

consultation to provide feedback and ideas for their new

library. The consultation will be held on Monday, Dec. 4 in the

Kelsey Centre in Sayward from 5:30 – 8 p.m. Refreshments

and snacks will be provided.

More information is available at virl.bc.ca/sayward-story.

Public to be consulted on new Sayward library plans - Campbell River M... https://www.campbellrivermirror.com/community/public-to-be-consulte...

2 of 2 2017-11-23, 10:26 AM
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Coun. Barry Avis puts forward notice of motion to acknowledge the First Nations
before council meetings in Qualicum Beach. — NEWS file photo

Qualicum Beach councillor
wants First Nations to be
recognized
Barry Avis wants to acknowledge traditional land
before town meetings

LAUREN COLLINS / Nov. 23, 2017 4:00 p.m. / LOCAL NEWS / NEWS

The Regional District of Nanaimo does it, the City of

Parksville does it, School District 69 (Qualicum) does it, and

so does the Vancouver Island Regional Library board. So

why shouldn’t the Town of Qualicum Beach as well?

Qualicum Beach Coun. Barry Avis put forward a notice of

motion at Monday’s (Nov. 20) council meeting to open

regular and committee of the whole council meetings by

acknowledging and recognizing meetings are held on the

traditional land of the First Nations.

Avis, who is on the VIRL board, said about a year ago

members of the library board questioned why that board

Qualicum Beach councillor wants First Nations to be recognized - Parksv... http://www.pqbnews.com/news/qualicum-beach-councillor-wants-first-na...

1 of 2 2017-11-24, 8:52 AM
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didn’t recognize the First Nations at the beginning of

meetings. Since then it has made the notice at every

meeting.

ADVERTISEMENT

Avis said at a recent Qualicum Beach Museum board

meeting, Bill Recalma, who is on the board of directors,

asked if the museum could also start its meetings with the

acknowledgement. Then at last Thursday’s tree lighting in

Qualicum Beach, Avis said, Qualicum First Nation Chief

Michael Recalma asked if the town would consider opening

its council meeting with the acknowledgement.

The RDN, the City of Parksville, the VIRL board and the

school district all open their meetings with a statement

acknowledging they are on the unceded territory of the First

Nations.

“I think it might be appropriate that we consider doing

something similar for the opening of our council meetings

and our committee of the whole meetings,” Avis said.

For story tips, email: lauren.collins@pqbnews.com

Qualicum Beach councillor wants First Nations to be recognized - Parksv... http://www.pqbnews.com/news/qualicum-beach-councillor-wants-first-na...
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HIV-positive people tell the
community ‘We Are Here’
Nov. 27, 2017 4:30 p.m. / NEWS

As a part of Global AIDS Awareness Week and Aboriginal

AIDS Awareness Week, AIDS Vancouver Island (AVI) is

teaming up with the Vancouver Island Regional Library and

Opus Art Supplies to bring an innovative awareness-raising

project to communities on Vancouver Island in an effort to

help dispel the myths and misconceptions about living with

HIV.

Now in its sixth year, the ‘We Are Here’ anti-HIV stigma

project involves local people living with HIV sharing their

personal stories with the community, reminding us all that

HIV doesn’t just happen elsewhere – it happens right here,

HIV-positive people tell the community ‘We Are Here’ - Comox Valley ... http://www.comoxvalleyrecord.com/news/hiv-positive-people-tell-the-...

1 of 2 2017-11-28, 8:55 AM
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too.

This year’s project features Storyboards, an art installation

where a collection of diverse images and real-life stories and

experiences of HIV+ folks will be on display in the Courtenay,

Comox and Campbell River libraries over AIDS Awareness

Week and Aboriginal AIDS Awareness Week, Nov. 27-Dec.

7.

HIV-positive people tell the community ‘We Are Here’ - Comox Valley ... http://www.comoxvalleyrecord.com/news/hiv-positive-people-tell-the-...

2 of 2 2017-11-28, 8:55 AM
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Ladysmith poet published
in VIRL’s Canada 150
anthology
Ladysmith’s Bonnie Weisz has contributed to a
Canada 150 poetry anthology published by VIRL.

MIKE GREGORY / Dec. 21, 2017 2:40 p.m. / ENTERTAINMENT / LOCAL

NEWS / NEWS

A Ladysmith poet’s writing inspired by family history and a

longing for deeper connections has been included in the

Vancouver Island Regional Library’s anthology created for

Canada 150.

“Things come to me in poetry. I experience things in poetry.

When I see something that’s really beautiful it becomes

poetry for me so it’s just a fact of my life,” said Bonnie Weisz.

Weisz’s Island Girl was selected to represent the Ladysmith

library branch for the poetry collection 150 X 39 – a reference

to the country marking 150 years since confederation and the

39 poets whose work is included in the book.

“Words paint a picture, so poetry paints the best picture,” she

said. “It doesn’t fill in so many of the details that other people

can’t relate to it. It leaves enough space for you to bring your

own feelings and reality to it.”

Island Girl is inspired by her sister’s work over the past

decade on the family’s genealogy, tracing their great

grandparents’ immigration from the United Kingdom to

Change Islands – an outport community off the northeast

coast of Newfoundland and Labrador.

“I started to see the connection between my life out here on

Ladysmith poet published in VIRL’s Canada 150 anthology - Ladysmith... https://www.ladysmithchronicle.com/news/ladysmith-poet-published-in-v...
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the Island and my roots on the East Coast so that’s was what

inspired me to write it,” said Weisz, who hails from Toronto

and has written several poems about her new life here the

West Coast.

“I just find the older I get the more I want to be connected to

things, both in terms of my own family but also in terms of

geology – I feel very connected to the universe and my

planet and to the rock and just basically what led to us.”

VIRL’s goal with the anthology is to celebrate Canada 150 by

capturing the character and flavour of the communities they

serve through poems.

Nanaimo’s poet laureate Tina Biello made it one of her

community projects to collaborate with the libraries to

assemble the work into a complete package.

“Seeing as this was the year of Canada 150, I wanted to do

something that represented what this meant to people writing

poetry,” she told the Chronicle.

“It was great to do that and (VIRL) added the component of

putting out the call for submissions to all 39 of their branches

in the region, and that means branches from Haida Gwaii to

Port Hardy to Sooke and Saanich and everything in

between.”

Since moving to Ladysmith, Weisz, who volunteers with the

Ladysmith & District Historical Society as well as the

Ladysmith Health Care Auxiliary, has been trying to find other

local poets to start a regular workshop.

She then happened to meet a museum volunteer who told

her about the library’s poetry contest.

Ladysmith poet published in VIRL’s Canada 150 anthology - Ladysmith... https://www.ladysmithchronicle.com/news/ladysmith-poet-published-in-v...
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Rich with emotion, Island Girl came out “whole cloth” when

she wrote it in 2015, but like many of her poems Weisz has

gone back to edit it over the years.

“I thought that one would be great because it would

encompass a large part of the country and the whole

connection between east and west, and for Canada 150 I

thought that would be the most appropriate,” she said.

A small event was recently held at the VIRL Nanaimo

Harbourfront branch for the contributors where they also had

a chance to meet well known Canadian poet Susan

Musgrave.

Biello said there was great participation with over 100

submission which also made it hard to choose the winners.

“There was a great variety to choose from as well as age

range,” she said. “We didn’t expect that but it was great to

see our youngest submission at eight years old, all the way

up to seniors. We chose based on content and form. There’s

a lot of people out there writing poetry, it’s really great.”

Poetry has been a part of Weisz’s life since she was a

teenager but this anthology marks an extraordinary

achievement as the first time she’s had her work published in

print.

Her advice for aspiring poets is quite simple: ‘do it for

yourself.’

“Each one of my poems is like a journal entry in some

way.They all help me touch a certain part of my past which is

very important to me and I worry about losing as I get older,”

she said. “Do it for yourself and if it makes you happy, that’s

Ladysmith poet published in VIRL’s Canada 150 anthology - Ladysmith... https://www.ladysmithchronicle.com/news/ladysmith-poet-published-in-v...
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good enough.”

Read more below

Check the Ladysmith library branch for a copy of the

anthology in the near future.

Ladysmith poet published in VIRL’s Canada 150 anthology - Ladysmith... https://www.ladysmithchronicle.com/news/ladysmith-poet-published-in-v...
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Nanaimo poet laureate
Tina Biello launches new
poetry anthology
'150x39: A Poetry Anthology' features work by 39
Vancouver Island poets

Dec. 21, 2017 12:00 a.m. / ENTERTAINMENT

Nanaimo poet laureate Tina Biello has wrangled together 39

poets from all over Vancouver Island for a new collection of

work reflecting upon Canada’s sesquicentennial.

The book, 150×39: A Poetry Anthology, was done in

collaboration with the Nanaimo Harbourfront Library with the

sum of poets meant to represent each branch of the

Vancouver Island Regional Library system.

“For any writer it’s amazing to see your poem or your work in

print, I know it was for me when I first was published, so I

thought it would be a great opportunity for poets, too,” Biello

said of the project.

Nanaimo poet laureate Tina Biello launches new poetry anthology - BC ... https://www.bclocalnews.com/entertainment/nanaimo-poet-laureate-tina-...
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“We had a lot of submissions … we had to really sit down

and choose. It was hard. It was really hard. It speaks to how

people are really engaged in poetry, which I was so excited

about.”

Librarian Jonathon Bigelow said he and Biello received more

than 120 poems after the plan for the anthology was first

announced in the summer. The pieces were judged on

content, form, punctuation and formatting. Biello said “people

really responded” to the concept.

“People had a lot to say about Canada 150 and their feelings

and thoughts about it,” she said.

“It was everything from immigration stories, people first

coming to Canada, to what this area means to them. All sorts

of different ways of expressing that, which was very cool.”

The anthology, which was created using the library’s

bookbinding machine, was unveiled at the Nanaimo

Harbourfront Library on Dec. 2. The launch drew a crowd of

about 60 people who listened as some of the poets featured

in the anthology read their work aloud. Biello said she didn’t

know what to expect but was pleased by the turnout.

The writers ranged in age from children to seniors and Biello

said the Island’s geography was well represented. The open

submission process resulted in writers of various levels of

experience submitting their work, which is just what Biello

wanted.

“It was a callout for anyone who has a love and interest in

poetry. You don’t have to be published or a prolific writer as

long as you’re writing poetry,” she said.

Nanaimo poet laureate Tina Biello launches new poetry anthology - BC ... https://www.bclocalnews.com/entertainment/nanaimo-poet-laureate-tina-...
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Biello’s three-year term as poet laureate of Nanaimo began

in January and this year she has participated in readings and

events and last month she was one of six poet laureates

from across Canada invited to attend the Governor General’s

Literary Awards in Ottawa.

This month she started a poetry reading series at the

Harbourfront Library, which will see local poets share their

work every two months. The first reading was on Dec. 16 and

the next one is scheduled for Feb. 17 and will feature Linda

Thompson and Ursula Vaira.

“I really love it,” Biello said of her role as poet laureate.

“It’s been really a lot of fun.”

The library is currently in the process of adding copies of the

anthology to its shelves.

signature

Nanaimo poet laureate Tina Biello launches new poetry anthology - BC ... https://www.bclocalnews.com/entertainment/nanaimo-poet-laureate-tina-...
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Mysteries, Canadian fiction top Island library 
stacks in 2017 
Sarah Petrescu / Times Colonist 

January 3, 2018 06:00 AM 

 
The most popular books in the Greater Victoria Public Library and Vancouver Island Regional 
Library systems in 2017 

Vancouver Islanders love their mysteries and award-winning Canadian fiction, according to 
library statistics for 2017. 
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The Island’s libraries have released their annual lists of the most-read books, providing a glimpse 
into the minds and interests of local readers. 

 “The big blockbuster books and those in series are always popular, but there are some surprises,” 
said Rina Hadziev, the collections and technical services co-ordinator at the Greater Victoria 
Public Library. 

“In general, the thought that print was dead was greatly exaggerated. Books are here to stay — 
which doesn’t come as a shock to any of us writers or book lovers.” 

The 10 most borrowed books at GVPL last year were all fiction books, with Do Not Say We Have 
Nothing by Madeleine Thien topping the list. The novel was also the second most popular fiction 
book across Vancouver Island Regional Library locations. 

“This book won the Giller and a Governor General’s Award in 2016 and was nominated for a Man 
Booker Prize,” Hadziev said. “I’m sure it was on a lot of book club lists and the trend, in Victoria 
at least, is that a few of the top books tend to be award-winners.” 

Hadziev she was pleased to see Paula Hawkins’ Into the Water on the list. The book is a followup 
to her hugely popular debut Girl on a Train. 

The most popular fiction book at VIRL branches was Night School by Lee Child, while the most 
popular non-fiction book was Being Mortal: Medicine and what matters in the end by Atul 
Gawande. 

Hadziev said this year’s list is fairly traditional for residents of Greater Victoria. 

“We are a literate community and like a mix of Canadians and usually a few Brits. Authors with 
good series are also popular,” she said, adding that while they might not be the top read, self-
published and emerging authors are getting more exposure to wider library audiences “through 
e-books and other platforms that make them more accessible.” 

Hadziev said if she had to predict the coming year’s big hits based on what’s being published and 
what’s firing up the holds right now, she’d say “Michael Redhill’s Bellevue Square is really high 
on the list.” Hadziev noted popular authors such as John Grisham, Lee Child and Michael Connelly 
— who all appeared on both the GVPL and VIRL lists — also have new releases. 

The Greater Victoria Public Library system has branches in Victoria, Saanich, Oak Bay, Esquimalt, 
Central Saanich, Langford and Colwood. The rest of the Island, including Sooke, North Saanich 
and Sidney, is served by the Vancouver Island Regional Library system. 

Visits to Greater Victoria libraries were slightly down in 2017, with a preliminary estimate 
of 2,477,584 in-person visits.In 2016,were 2,483,218 visits to local libraries. 

 spetrescu@timescolonist.com 
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Greater Victoria Public Library 

Most-borrowed books of 2017 

1. Do Not Say We Have Nothing by Madeleine Thien 

2. Into the Water by Paula Hawkins 

3. The Whistler by John Grisham 

4. Camino Island by John Grisham 

5. Night School by Lee Child 

6. The Late Show by Michael Connelly 

7. The Wrong Side of Goodbye by Michael Connelly 

8. The Woman in Cabin 10 by Ruth Ware 

9. The Fix by David Baldacci 

10. A Great Reckoning by Louise Penn 

Most-borrowed non-fiction books of 2017 

1. The Little Book of Hygge: Danish Secrets to Happy Living Book by Meik Wiking 

2. Born a crime: Stories from a South African childhood by Trevor Noah 

3. The Stranger in the Woods: The extraordinary story of the last true hermit by Michael Finkel 

4. How to Hygge: The Nordic secrets to a happy life by Signe Johansen 

5. The hidden life of trees: What they feel, how they communicate: Discoveries from a secret 
world by Peter Wohlleben 

6. What Happened by Hillary Rodham Clinton 

7. Hillbilly elegy: A memoir of a family and culture in crisis by J.D. Vance 

8. The Undoing Project: A friendship that changed our minds 

9. Oh She Glows Every Day: Quick and simply satisfying plant-based recipes by Angela Liddon 
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10. The life-changing magic of tidying up: The Japanese art of decluttering and organizing by 
Marie Kondo 

 

Most-borrowed children’s books of 2017 

1. The Thank You Book by Mo Willems 

2. I Will Take a Nap! by Mo Willems 

3. I Really Like Slop! by Mo Willems 

4. Bad Kitty Goes to the Vet by Nick Bruel 

5. Waiting is Not Easy! by Mo Willems 

6. Wonder by R.J. Palacio 

7. My New Friend is So Fun! by Mo Willems 

8. There’s a Bird on Your Head by Mo Willems 

9. Dog Man Unleashed by Dav Pilkey 

10. Diary of a Wimpy Kid: Double Down by Jeff Kinney (tied) 

10. Ghosts by Raina Telgemeier (tied) 

Vancouver Island Regional Library 

Most-borrowed fiction books of 2017 

1. Night School by Lee Child 

2. Do Not Say We Have Nothing by Madeleine Thien 

3. No Man’s Island by David Baldacci 

4. Home by Harlan Coben 

5. A Great Reckoning by Louise Penny 

6. The Wrong Side of Goodbye by Michael Connelly 

7. The Whistler by John Grisham 
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8. The Last Mile by David Baldacci 

9. Rather Be the Devil by Ian Rankin 

10. This was a man: The final volume of the Clifton Chronicles by Jeffrey Archer 

Most-borrowed non-fiction books of 2017 

1. Being mortal: Medicine and what matters in the end by Atul Gawande 

2. The life-changing magic of tidying up: The Japanese art of decluttering and organizing by Marie 
Kondo 

3. The hidden life of trees: What they feel, how they communicate : discoveries from a secret 
world by Peter Wohlleben 

4. The inconvenient Indian: A curious account of Native people in North America by Thomas King 

5. Forever painless: Lasting relief through gentle movement by Miranda Esmonde-White 

6. Born a crime: Stories from a South African childhood by Trevor Noah 

7. When breath becomes air by Paul Kalanithi 

8. The road to Little Dribbling: More notes from a small island by Bill Bryson 

9. Hillbilly elegy: A memoir of a family and culture in crisis by J.D. Vance 

10. Aging backward: 10 years younger, 10 years lighter, 30 minutes a day by Miranda Esmonde-
White 

Most-borrowed children’s books of 2017 

1. Diary of a Wimpy Kid: Double Down by Jeff Kinney 

2. The Wizard’s Wand: The ninth adventure in the Kingdom of Fantasy by Geronimo Stilton 

3. Thea Stilton and the Madagascar Madness by Thea Stilton 

4. Magical Mission by Geronimo Stilton 

5. Dork Diaries 11: Tales from a Not-So-Friendly Frenemy by Rachel Renée Russell 

6. I Really Like Slop! by Mo Willems 

7. The Treasure of the Sea by Geronimo Stilton 
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8. Ready, Set, Go! by Robert N. Munsch 

9. I Will Take a Nap! by Mo Willems 

10. Diary of a Wimpy Kid: Old School by Jeff Kinney 
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From:
To: Board Communications; Rosemary Bonanno
Cc:
Subject: audiobook collection is stagnant
Date: December 22, 2017 1:59:03 PM

Dec.22, 2017

 

Dear VIRL Board Members,

As a long time VIRL user and promoter I want to share some observations with you.

1. You have great staff in Qualicum Beach
2. Your budget allocations for 2017 did not meet my needs as an audiobook user.  I sent emails

with recommendations in 2016 and rationale behind those recommendations and gave my
feedback to a variety of staff.  I see changes however, I don’t know why you continue to chose
to spend money to change and add library search programs for online users yet neglect
adding to the audiobook collections except for very minimal titles through the Overdrive and
Libby programs.   Hoopla has a great selection of books in its system, and it is incredibly easy
to use, yet we are limited to borrowing 6 per month.  You have made a slight improvement
here as in the past two months we no longer have to wait until 5 each afternoon to borrow
books because the system limit had been reached for the day.

3. The Overdrive /Libby programs have been quite buggy as of the past month.  Often searches
cannot be performed or library cards verified due system problems.

 

I realize that VIRL has many users with various needs.  I have been proactive in giving feedback on
audiobook programs and usage over the past few years.   Not having anything new worth borrowing
means I now am very frustrated with your budget allocation decisions.  I listen to audiobooks as I
work and so ebooks and paper books don’t fit my needs.

Please review your audiobook service and invest more in collections.  Also please increase the limit
that users can borrow via Hoopla.  For my needs you could drop Overdrive and Libby and stick with
Hoopla with a ”no limit to borrowing” policy.  An example of the level of audiobook demand is that a
recently released novel by popular author Dan Brown had a waiting list of 45 when I put my name on
the list when it was published earlier this fall.

 

Regards,

 

Virus-free. www.avast.com
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January 6, 2018 
 

 
Original sent via email:   
 
Re: audiobook collection is stagnant 
 
Dear   
 
Thank you for your letter and for expressing your concerns with our audiobook collection. 
Firstly, it is great to hear that you have such positive experiences with our wonderful 
Qualicum Beach branch staff.   
 
Vancouver Island Regional Library (VIRL) understands that audiobooks are growing in 
popularity, and we are working hard to build our collection to meet customer needs. Last 
year, we purchased double the number of audiobook titles than we had the previous year. 
We intend to continue directing funds towards this format for as long as it remains popular 
with our customers. 
 
As for Hoopla, unfortunately it would be cost prohibitive for VIRL to increase customer 
access to the platform as you suggested in your letter. OverDrive, with its two apps 
(OverDrive and Libby), provides far better value for VIRL. If you experience challenges with 
the OverDrive or Libby apps, please talk to staff at your branch. You can also contact 
OverDrive directly for support by using this link. 
 
I would also like to point out that in addition to OverDrive and Libby, we offer several other 
audiobook platforms that I would encourage you to check out, including RBDigital and 
audiobook CDs available in our branches. If you search the VIRL catalogue, you will find 
resources (including audiobooks) across all of our platforms. 
 
As a regional library system, we strive to meet the diverse needs of the communities we 
serve. Audiobooks are an important part of our collection and we will continue to improve 
access to this popular format within our budgetary limits. 
 
I hope this adequately addresses your concerns. If you have additional comments or 
questions, please don’t hesitate to reach out.  
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Thank you again for taking the time to write. 
 
Sincerely,  

 
Rosemary Bonanno, BA MLS 
Executive Director 
 
CC: Vancouver Island Regional Library Board of Trustees 

Geoffrey Allen, Divisional Manager, Discovery and Access 
David Carson, Divisional Manager, Corporate Communications and Strategic Initiatives 
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Media Release 
 

 

  

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
A New Sayward Library: Public Consultation 
 
Monday, November 20, 2017, Sayward, BC: Vancouver Island Regional Library (VIRL) is moving 
forward with exciting plans to build a new library in Sayward at the corner of H’Ksuam Way and 
MacMillan Drive.  
 
Once built, this state-of-the art new facility will offer: 
 

• 1,500 – 1,800 square feet of floor space  
• Professional landscaping 
• New books and magazines 
• A larger collection 
• An accessible parking lot 
• More public computers 
• Comfortable interior 
• Lounging area 
• Entrances for those with mobility challenges 
• Additional programming spaces 

 
Construction is slated to start in 2018. In the meantime, the temporary library inside Council 
Chambers will remain open until the new library is ready to serve the public. 
 
Public Consultation 
Prior to construction, the public is invited to attend a consultation to provide feedback and ideas 
for their new library. The consultation will be held on Monday, December 4 in the Kelsey Centre in 
Sayward from 5:30 – 8 pm. Refreshments and snacks will be provided. 
 
More information is available on our website at virl.bc.ca/sayward-story. 
 

###### 
 
For more Information 
 
David Carson 
Divisional Manager, Corporate Communications and Strategic Initiatives 
250.753.1154 ex 248 
Cell: 250.327.3651 
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Give Library this Holiday Season 
 
Monday, December 4, 2017, Nanaimo, BC: What could be better than a 
gift that educates, informs, and entertains, all for free? This holiday 
season, Vancouver Island Regional Library (VIRL) invites people to “Give 
Library” with beautifully packaged library cards for kids and adults. 
They’re perfect for anyone who loves to read books, watch movies, 
listen to music, learn languages, play games, and so much more.  
 
“We’re so excited to be launching our Give Library campaign,” says 
VIRL’s Executive Director Rosemary 
Bonanno. “A library card opens near 
infinite doors of discovery and 
possibility to anyone lucky enough to 
have one. I can’t think of a better gift 
to give this holiday season.” 
 

Here’s a snapshot of just some of the resources available with a 
library card: 
 

- Access to millions of books, ebooks, and audiobooks 
- Critically-acclaimed streaming movies  
- Free downloadable mp3 music 
- Video games 
- A global selection of magazines and newspapers 
- Lifelong learning opportunities     

 
The Give Library campaign hits all VIRL branches in early December. Supplies are limited, so 
people are encouraged to visit their library early to pick up their cards before they’re gone. 
 

###### 
 
For more Information 
 
David Carson 
Divisional Manager, Corporate Communications and Strategic Initiatives 
250.753.1154 ex 248 
Cell: 250.327.3651 
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Media Release 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Indigenous Voices initiative launches at Vancouver Island Regional 
Library 

Monday, January 8, Vancouver Island, BC: Vancouver Island 
Regional Library’s (VIRL) Sidney/North Saanich branch is getting 
set to host VIRL’s first Indigenous Voices event. Tsawout Elder, 
Lorena Dulay will visit the branch on Friday, January 19 from 
10:30 – 11:30 am to share her family history with library visitors. 

“Indigenous Voices is an important part of our commitment to 
reconciliation for both Indigenous and non-Indigenous members 
of our community,” said VIRL’s Executive Director Rosemary 
Bonanno. “The events being organized across our system are 
wonderful opportunities for people to learn from the lived 

experiences of the Elders, and to come away with a deeper understanding of Indigenous 
cultures, histories, and stories.”  

In addition to her talk on January 19, Lorena will also visit the Sidney/North Saanich 
branch to discuss the following topics: 

• February 16: Impact of residential schools on First Nations
• March 16: Healing the residential school traumas
• April 20: Energy therapy used by First Nations people many years ago

More information about these programs will be available closer to the event dates. 

About Lorena Dulay 
Lorena’s traditional name is That-Sul-Wut from her great grandmother from Valdes Island, 
BC. Most of her time is spent with the Tsawout Craft Group either knitting, beading, 
making jewellery, or cedar weaving and the rest of her time is spent working in her 
community. She is a Reiki Master with over 20 years of experience and she offers drop-in 
Reiki treatments out of the Tsawout Health Dept.  

About Indigenous Voices 
As part of VIRL’s efforts to facilitate reconciliation for Indigenous and non-Indigenous 
members of the community, we are working with Indigenous Elders across our system to 
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Media Release 

share stories and skills related to Indigenous culture and experiences. The programming is 
based on the Elders’ unique skills, interests, experiences, and passions. Some examples 
include storytelling, talking circles, drumming, and discussions on Indigenous cultures.   

Throughout 2018, Indigenous Voices programming will roll out at 24 branches across the 
VIRL system. More information is available at virl.bc.ca/indigenous-voices.  

###### 

For more information 
David Carson 
Divisional Manager, Corporate Communications and Strategic Initiatives 
250.753.1154 ex 248 
Cell: 250.327.3651 
dcarson@virl.bc.ca  
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Vancouver Island Regional Library

Box 3333  |  6250 Hammond Bay Road

Nanaimo, BC  V9R 5N3

S t r o n g  L i b r a r i e s    S t r o n g  C o m m u n i t i e s
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Parksville Port Alberni  Port Alice  Port Clements Port Hardy Port McNeill  Port Renfrew  Quadra Island Qualicum Beach Queen 

Charlotte  Sandspit Sayward  Sidney/North Saanich  Sointula  Sooke  South Cowichan Tahsis Tofino  Ucluelet Union Bay Woss
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